In carrying this design into execution, the plug in the grinding surface of the crown was removed. The perpendicular walls of the cavity in the grinding surface of the tooth were sound, and free from any marks of decay, except where the disease had penetrated from the anterior approximal surface. The floor of the cavity was discolored, presenting a light purple complexion, and on applying an instrument to its centre, it glided from its surface as from a vitreous body, until it nearly reached the circumference of the cavity, wThere the complexion of the dentine faded, and became less dense but more sensitive.
I learned from the patient, that after the plug which I had just removed was first inserted, the tooth gave her considerable annoyance for some time, which-at one period almost determined her to submit to its extraction, but that, at length, it gradually ceased to give her pain.
The explanation of this case is plain. The decay in the tooth had produced irritation, which had stimulated the nervous pulp to renew its formative function, and thus a portion of this tissue was converted into secondary dentine previously to the introduction of the plug. The superiority of the metal as a conducting medium, instituted some inflammation, and the vascular canals which mark this dentine, became deeply injected, and afterwards calcified, thus increasing the density of the intervening osseous plate.
Secondly, the pulp may become calcified or converted into dentine, after the plug has been introduced, 
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